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solution nor does he hope that all will agree with all his conclusions. He 
certainly does afford help to all the open-minded and stimulus to the earnest 
worker, as well as delight to the casual reader. 

The appendices A-G are reprinted almost line for line; but G has one 
important correction: the story of Demeter and Celeus is not based on a 
primitive ritual of child-sacrifice, as was set forth in the first edition, but of a 
child-ordeal, the purification by fire. 

Two new appendices are added, H ("The Epic Cycle") and I ("Evidence 

for Transliteration from 'the old Alphabet'"). The former is avowedly but 

little more than an abbreviated restatement of Wilamowitz's criticism on the 

views of the Cycle current in 1884, and the latter from Cauer's Grundfragen 

der Hotnerkritik (1010). 

Walter Miller 
University of Missouri 



Sancti Eusebii Hieronymi Epistulae. Pars I: Epistulae i-lxx. 

Recensuit Isldorus Hilberg. [Corp. Script. Eccl. Lat. Vol. 

LIV.] Vienna: F. Tempsky; Leipzig: G. Freytag, 1910. 

Pp. 709. M. 22.50. 
To those who have dealt with the letters of Jerome, which offer so much 
of interest as well to the investigator of the life and manners of the fourth and 
early fifth centuries as to the student of vulgar Latin, of church history, or 
of biblical criticism, the publication of an authoritative text of this work will 
be most welcome. The present volume is the first of three in which the com- 
plete text will be included, Part II, containing Letters lxxi-cxx, being promised 
for 1911, to be later followed by Part III, with the remaining letters, indices, 
and "prolegomena." The custom of deferring the prolegomena to the posi- 
tion of epilegomena in this instance, as all too frequently, makes more difficult 
an estimate of the initial volume and temporarily diminishes its critical value 
for the user. 

The text of the first seventy letters has been established by the aid of over 
seventy MSS, those employed in each instance being noted at the beginning 
of the critical apparatus to each individual letter. These MSS range in date 
from extracts made in the sixth century to codices of the thirteenth (and, in 
one case, of the fifteenth) century. Only five, however, are later than the 
twelfth century. Of considerable interest is the fact that no single MS of 
this number contains all the letters, though D (Vat. lat. 355+356, S. ix-x) 
lacks but seven of the seventy and B (Berol. lat. 18, S. xii) but four. For the 
text of Ep. xxxiii an entirely distinct set of MSS is used, and by their aid and 
that of extracts gleaned from Rufinus, Apol. 2.20 the catalogue of works 
of Varro and Origen has been greatly increased over that in former editions. 
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Epp. xlviii and xlix of Vallarsi's numbering have been transposed, and Ep. 
xviii has been divided into two parts, A and B, thereby recognizing the break 
implied by the concluding remarks at the end of chapter 16, and agreeing with 
the best MS testimony, though not with the passage (Comm. in Is. cap. vi, 
vers. 1) where Jerome refers to Ep. xviii as a single tractatus or libellus. The 
subdivision of chapters into sections will aid in citation, though it is to be 
regretted that the lack of any reference to the classic page-numbering of 
Vallarsi will increase the difficulty of verifying citations in many handbooks. 

The treatment of the text is conservative, though, as the editor in his brief 
preface remarks, the study of unused MSS and the far more critical use of the 
old ones has necessitated numerous changes from the vulgate. Many of these 
are very striking, and by reason of them and of the much improved punctua- 
tion, the meaning of not a few obscure passages has been much cleared up. 
Conjectures are rarely noted (save in Ep. xxxiii) and the critical apparatus has 
been a good deal restricted. The attempt, frankly acknowledged by the 
author, to rely upon the orthography of the best MSS rather than to seek 
consistency, though in the main justifiable, at times leads to results which 
more or less doubtfully reproduce the probable words of the author. Thus, for 
example, on p. 6, 1. 7 Hilberg reads sarabara rather than sardbatta. Yet 
Jerome, if we may trust the vulgate reading of Comm. in Dan. 3.21, prefers the 
latter form and says "corrupte legitur sarabara." Again, on p. 8, 1. 4, the form 
zabulus comes with a little of a shock in a series of letters in which elsewhere 
diabolus is commonly employed. To the list of quotations and imitated pas- 
sages many additions have been made over former texts. To these might be 
added, on p. 15, 1. 1, a reference to Hor. C. 1, 3, 8 (a parallel already noted for 
the same phrase on p. 72, 1. 13), and on p. 424, 1. n, in the phrase mel meum 
there is perhaps a reminiscence of Jerome's admired Plautus (cf. Cure. 1, 3, 7; 
Pom. i, 2, 154). 

It is to be hoped that the continuance of this important work and the 
establishment of a trustworthy text of the Letters, to be followed by that of 
Jerome's other works, will turn the attention of new readers to this author. 
For the use of those unable to purchase the complete texts there might well 
be made a discreet selection from Jerome, Augustine, and perhaps one or two 
of their contemporaries, which, if provided with proper notes and introduc- 
tions emphasizing especially the historical questions involved, would furnish 
a vivid picture of certain important features of life in an age that offers much 
of interest. These selections, on account of the simplicity of their style, might 
occasionally prove able to beguile that much hunted but very coy species — the 
middle-aged college graduate who has forgotten so much of his Latin that he 
no longer dares approach the snare of the periodic sentence. 

Arthur Stanley Pease 
The University of Illinois 



